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THE QUEST GAZETTE

EXPLORATIONS AROUND OUR SCHOOL 
 

UPDATE FROM THE COMMUNITY 

Dear Quest Families,

Welcome to the 20-21 School Year! The Quest staff has been working diligently to 

create a safe and welcoming environment for your child, whether they are in the 

building or participating in eLearning. We want to thank you for your patience and 

continued support as we created procedures addressing this unusual start of the 

school year. 

This is the beginning of my 4th year, as principal, at Quest. Each year has brought different challenges 

and successes. Throughout these past 3 years the parents and staff have been phenomenal 

collaborators on how to best support each and every child on their learning path. It is an honor to 

continue to serve the Quest community.

As we begin the 20-21 school year, there are new procedures put in place for the safety of the students 

and staff on campus. We encourage you to read through the BPS Re-Opening plan, posted on the BPS 

website, if you have not already done so. There is also a helpful link for COVID 19 resources. We have 

communicated new procedures specific to Quest via email and will continue to do so throughout the 

school year. If you have any questions or concerns, you can email the front office at 

questelementary@brevardschools.org.

The entire Administrative team will be actively involved in the beginning of the school year, both 

supporting students in the building and those through eLearning. The academic and social/emotional 

success of each of our students is our primary focus for the 20-21 school year. 

Ms. Christine Boyd, Principal

     
     M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I P A L



September 7 - LABOR DAY  -Holiday for all  

September 9 - PTO SKYPE Meet ing

September 21 - SAC SKYPE Meet ing

September 30 - Interims Posted on FOCUS

October 7 - PTO SKYPE Meet ing

October 8 - PTO FUN RUN

October 19 - SAC  SKYPE Meet ing

October 21 - Fall Picture Day for students on campus and eLearners

October 23 - End of 1st  Quarter

October 30 - Report  Cards posted on FOCUS

**Every Friday is Early Release at  1:15 pm.

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Assist ant  Pr incipals? Cur r iculum  Updat es

We are excited for the 2020-21 school year and the high quality, rigorous teaching and learning that will be 
taking place at Quest. This year there will be a strong focus on teacher clarity with an emphasis on grade level 
standards at Quest. All students will engage with grade level materials, tasks, and assignments that meet the 
rigor of the grade level standards throughout the ELA and Math blocks. All students will have access to grade 
level rigorous writing tasks in response to reading. In order to assist with meeting the rigor of the standards, 
the district has provided BPS teachers with enhanced standards focus documents that embed prerequisite 
standards and guide the teacher to stay on pace. Our teachers were provided pre-planning training on these 
documents as well as on scaffolding strategies to support students as necessary. At Quest we will be 
supporting our students by ?scaffolding up? to help students master the key practices and concepts in 
grade-level content with students being able to do so increasingly over time. Teachers will start with the 
prerequisite skills and scaffold (as needed) to reach on level learning. In addition, to assess the rigorous ELA 
standards, Quest will be utilizing Standards Mastery Assessments in grades 2-6 for the 20-21 school year. 
These assessments will be used as a formative tool to assess student mastery of standards and to plan for the 
re-teach of standards as appropriate.

The curriculum we will be using this year for ELA and Mathematics includes:

ELA Cur r iculum : Journeys and Com plex Text

Journeys is a comprehensive K-6 English language arts program. Journeys features complex anchor texts that 
challenge students in both literature and informational texts. It also provides foundational skills for developing 
mastery of speaking, listening, and writing. In addition to the use of Journeys, our classroom teachers utilize 
many rigorous, complex texts from other sources to compliment the Journeys curriculum.

Mat hem at ics: Eureka and Big Ideas

In grades K-5, Quest is using Eureka Math. This program was developed by a nonprofit company, Great Minds. 
The goal was to bring together master teachers who could devise a program that would move students from 
simply memorizing formulas, to truly understanding how to manipulate numbers and why we use certain 
strategies to solve math problems. The goal of the Eureka Math Program is deep conceptual understanding of 
math where students are fluent and flexible with numbers. In sixth grade, our teachers are using Big Ideas 
math. This program has been used over the last few years and is published by National Geographic Learning. 
The goal of Big Ideas math is to inspire, engage, empower and grow students towards mastery of the Math Florida 
Standards.

AP HIGHLIGHT 



Ways we Communicate 

QUEST FOR LITERACY - BY JULIE KOSTKA

Quest  Elem ent ary School eLearning at  Hom e

I allow students "think" time after a prompt I allow my child "think" time after a  prompt

I allow students "wait time" after asking a question I allow my child "wait time" before prompting a response

I allow students to hear the question again and allow notetaking 
or discussions

I allow my child to hear the question again and take notes or 
participate in discussions. 

I allow students to have their space to do work independently I allow my child to have space to do his/her own work 
independently

I allow students to make mistakes and receive feedback to fix 
their work

I allow my child to make mistakes and receive feedback from the 
teacher

I allow students to use their words and have a voice in the 
classroom

I allow my child to use words to express him/herself and have a 
voice among peers

If a students becomes upset, I reward the prompt to clarify 
misunderstandings to work through the frustration.

If my child becomes upset, I allow for the teacher to assist my 
child to work through the frustration

If students have to leave their workspace, students use signals or 
ask permission before getting up.

If my child needs to leave his/her workspace, I instruct my child 
to use the procedures the teacher has in place before getting up

The "product ive st ruggle"  needs t o look  t he sam e in t he classroom  and at  hom e

When my child is online, the camera is on and a background is set up for privacy for him/her to feel secure while learning

I give him/her a quiet workspace with academic materials, free from distractions

My child's face is visible during delivery of instruction for visual cues of comprehension or confusion and eye-contact is made to show 
listening

The camera is on so that my child feels like part of the group during frustrations and successes

My child shares his/her work with the teacher and receives immediate feedback

The teacher can see my child's face when he/she asks or answers questions so that he/she can be expressive and articulate words 
when speaking to the group

I prompt my child to use his/her words rather than speaking for him/her

When my child becomes upset, I don't become upset

I use encouraging words for him/her to keep going and not give up

I remind my child to follow the schedule, routine, rules, and procedures set up by the teacher when learning at home

St rat egies t o provide "product ive st ruggles"  for  m y e-Learner

Toget her , we are allow ing children t o engage in "product ive st ruggles,"  which set s t hem  up for  success in unforseen 
circum st ances t hroughout  t heir  l ives.

Use t hese st rat egies t o provide an environm ent  conducive t o "product ive st ruggles"  so t hat  your  child builds t he necessary 
sk il lset  needed for  l i fe's challenges.



MEDIA

Students have been learning our new media center 
procedures for checking out books and accessing 
our digital library with SORA.  Students in 2nd-6th 
grade are able to check out 3 books.  The Google 
Classroom has a wealth of information for both our 
in-person and e-learners.  The code to join is 
xfnvqay.  Be sure to check out the classwork tab to 
find activities for Media, STEM, PE, Music, and Art.

ACTIVITIES' AVENUE 

MUSIC  

Ms. Foote has been working hard the last 4 weeks making 
individual music instrument and materials kits for our 
students to use during music class throughout the year.  
Students will keep their labeled kits in the music room, but 
will be able to take them home and keep them should the 
school close for any reason, or at the end of the year.  This 
allows us to use many types of instruments and materials 
without having to share! A number of parents have 
donated items on our Amazon wish list to make this 
happen and we are so thankful!    

There are still a few items on our Amazon wish list if you 
would still like to help out.  Please email Ms. Foote at 
foote.laurel@brevardschools.org for a link to the wish list.  
Thank you so much for your support of our Quest Music 
program!

Mat er ials for  m usic grades 2-6:

I am requesting that students in grades 2-6 get a small dry 
erase board (Dollar Tree is perfect) and a dry erase marker 
to keep in their activity bag for when they come to music.  
The activity bags are approximately 8 ½? x 12?.  This way 
we are able to do a number of activities without passing 
out materials and papers.  We will not need these until the 
week starting 9/21.

Chorus and St r ings updat e:

Due to district guidelines, we are not able to offer strings 
or chorus to our 4th-6th grade students because they are 
before and/or after school activities.  We are hoping to be 
able to offer them later in the year once district gives their 
approval and we will let you know if things change.  In lieu 
of Beginning Strings as an extracurricular elective group 
for 5th grade, we are working in a unit on basic violin with 
all 5th grade students during their activity time.  Instruments 

will be provided for all students and they will remain at school.  
Students will each  be assigned an instrument which will 
then be thoroughly cleaned after each use.  We didn?t want 
5th graders to have to miss out completely on strings this 
year!

  

Mrs. Caruso, Our STEM teacher, collaborates with 
each grade level to enhance the science standards 

for that grade.

Thank you to Coach Nestor for creating recess 
supply bags for each student.  We hope to pass 

them out to students very soon.



IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

    Quest Explorer Families,

It is with great enthusiasm and excitement that I write this letter of 
introduction as the new Assistant Principal of Quest Elementary School.I 
am truly honored to accept this new role and look forward to working with 
you, as we join our efforts to do whatever it takes to advance the 
achievement of all students!

I am entering my 17th year of education in Brevard County.I've spent the 
majority of my career at Cambridge Elementary as an intermediate teacher 
and two of those years working as the Teacher on Assignment at Apollo 

and Golfview Elementary and I feel fortunate to be expanding my role as Assistant Principal at 
Quest Elementary School.My family and I relocated from the beautiful island of Key West, 
Florida.My husband and I have six children.

I've learned that the elementary school years are important and critical time for students.What 
happens during these years will have a lasting impression on their growth and 
development.My goal as Assistant Principal is to provide leadership that will facilitate a school 
environment that is safe and respectable, in order for every student to receive the best 
possible academic instruction.I am confident that our school will confine to be a place where 
our students can learn and grow academically and socially.

I am very confident that our Quest team, we will provide our students with a truly challenging 
and enriching school experience!

Nicole R. Parks

Hello Quest families!  My name is Julie 
Kostka and I am your new Literacy Coach. I 
am thrilled to be part of the Quest team. 
Throughout the year, I will share 
comprehension strategies to assist and 
encourage all learners to excel in the 
blended learning format. I will also keep 
families up to date on testing.Students in 
1st through 6th grade are taking their first 
iReady test in ELA and Math.Kindergarten 

students will take iReady in October.This is a diagnostic test that 
allows teachers to assess the knowledge students have at the 
beginning of the school year. The most effective instructional 
tools can then be utilized to boost areas of need to reach all 
learners at the level they need to be successful



 Ways we Com m unicat e

Instagram @QuestExplorers
Twitter @QuestExplorers

Facebook @QuestElementarySchool
https:/ / www.brevardschools.org/ QuestES

 Quest  for Literacy TECH  TALK 

 

Please contact your child's teacher with any TECH questions.  If your teacher is unable to assist 
you, they will forward your concerns to the Quest IT contact.

JOBS WITH BPS 

  

Current jobs with BPS are available on the districts website  

https:// iss.brevard.k12.fl.us/JOBLST.pgm

https://www.brevardschools.org/QuestES
https://iss.brevard.k12.fl.us/JOBLST.pgm


COUNSELOR'S CORNER 

Jo-Ann Rosem ont - I was your  par t - t im e counselor  t he last  t wo years 
conduct ing t he Explorers Groups for  social em ot ional learning. I am  
so happy t o be one of  t he fu l l t im e counselors, work ing alongside 
Aim ee Jean!  This is m y 17t h year  at  BPS as a school counselor . Let  m e 
know how I can help you and our  awesom e st udent s t h is year ! 
321-242-1411 ext . 48823  Rosem ont .Jo-Ann@brevardschools.org

   

Aim ee K Jean- I am  Aim ee and t h is is m y second t im e work ing here at  
Quest ! I worked here about  9 years ago. Quest  has always been a warm  
and wonder ful place w it h am azing t eachers and fam il ies and I am  
excit ed t o be back . I am  st ar t ing m y 22ndyear  w it h BPS and I?m  
wonder ing how t hat  is possible! I look  forward t o work ing w it h 
everyone t o ensure a successful year  for  our  k ids. 321-242-1411 ext . 
48824  Jean.Aim ee@brevardschools.org

Did you know that  you can recycle ink cart r idges? 

GEMS has a collect ion box in the lobby near the front  doors where 
you can drop off your empty ink cart r idges. 

Sorry they cannot  take toner cart r idges. 
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